











INQUIRY 2, cont.

TEXTS TO EXPLORE

O

National Geographic exploration of water conservation in a Florida
garden and at home anywhere in the world. Grades 2 and up.

Newsela article focuses on the limited freshwater on Earth
and the political and environmental impacts of the shortages
now and to come.

NOTE-TAKING SIDE-BAR:

Many teachers assume students know how to
take notes. But often, students are never
explicitly taught how to take thorough notes in
an efficient way. Consider discussing the
following tips with students ready to take notes
and model for younger learners.

1. Underline new vocabulary.
2. Skip lines between new ideas.

3. Draw lines between ideas or facts that
connect to each other.

4. Take notes using symbols and drawings,
not just words.

5. Don’t worry about spelling as you take
notes. You can check for proper spelling later.

6. Use bullet points to list sub-points.

° 7. Place a star by main ideas.

8. Place a question mark by anything you do
not understand.

9. Abbreviate.

A video for K-3 students about the importance of water
to the health of the planet.

(adapted Facing History Teaching Resource Library)

This video for Grades 2 and up from National Geographic
discusses water conservation in the state of Colorado.
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INQUIRY 3

What can you do to help the Earth? How can you contribute
to solutions? How are the solutions in the articles and the
ones from the Danzante the same? How are they different?

GOALS:
Connecting to Global Perspective
Presenting Information

Considering the information found in INQUIRY 2 - What are some of the solutions to conserving resources
suggested by the articles? What are the solutions presented by Agua Es Vida and Cecilia’s ancestors?

The texts, videos and Agua Es Vida all emphasize the importance of all of us working together towards living
in balance with the Earth and in making change to conserve water resources.

PRESENTING NEW LEARNING:

« Students can create a slide in a shared google
slide show illustrating their main understandings
about a selected article or video to allow a
jigsaw sharing of information.

* Creating a poster gallery titled Agua Es
Vida/Water Is Life with students’ interpretations
of the title in drawings, collage, and/or text.

+ Students may work in pairs to come up with a
strategy towards water conservation for the
home or in the wider world. Present the top
10-12 facts with another class to spread the
word. Or create mini-posters with water
conservation facts to be posted around the
school or at home to encourage others to
conserve too!

TECHNOLOGY EXTENSION:

For older students or for those looking to
incorporate more technology into their
presentation students can use Animoto
https://animoto.com and create a short movie
from still images and even add a voice
recording. Note: Have students join a class
account or have them create individual
accounts in order to save and access past
work.
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INQUIRY 4

The ancestors are a powerful source of wisdom and knowing for Cecilia.

How does my connection with the past impact my life? Do
those who came before me (in my family, culture/, religion,
or community) help me today? Why or why not? Is this
meaningful to you?

GOALS: DEFINE IT!

Drawing on Funds of Knowledge A kid-friendly definition from Merriam-Webster:

Connecting to Self and Others Ancestor 1: a person, typically one more remote
than a grandparent that you are descended from: my

STRATEGY FOR ENGAGEMENT: ancestors are from Germany. Noun.

Define “ancestor” by asking for student input. Ancestor 2: An ancestor, also known as a

“What is an ancester?” forefather, fore-elder or a forebear, is a parent, a
grandparent, great-grandparent,

Agua Es Vida defines ancestors as: great-great-grandparent and so forth. Noun.

The grandmothers of our grandmothers and the
grandfathers of our grandfathers -- the keepers of our wisdom!

Have students first complete a 5-minute quick write to the prompt:
In my (family/culture/religion/community) my ancestors are:

Invite students to consider both their family and any other identity or group to which they belong. Students may
choose to write about their grandparents, a tradition in their church, or a cultural/ethnic/racial group. Where
and who do they come from? Teachers may need to model examples, especially for younger students.

After completing the quick-write, students should be prepared to discuss whether they feel connected with their
ancestors and why or why not they get wisdom or inspiration or strength from people who lived before them -
often even before they were born! - with a partner or small group.

BIG QUESTIONS:

How do you connect with the past? Especially those who you are related to but haven’t ever met? How do
these lives impact yours? Why do people across all kinds of religious, cultural, and geographic communities
create traditions to mark important occasions and gather together?

Have students complete a page to be made into a class book or ask students to create a thinglink
(www.thinglink.com) using an image that represents one of their ancestors. Students may present their
thinglink and explain their connections in a Living Museum gallery desk walk.

The family tree is a familiar image but one that often leaves out important people in our past. Using the
metaphor of the river and image on page iii students may place themselves along the water’s edge, labeling
and illustrating others who have impacted their lives’ path. Where is the river going? Where has it been?

Note: Some students may have less defined biological ancestral connections. Emphasize that ancestors can
be related to us by blood/family or by a connection to a shared culture or interest. Who are the ancestors of
basketball? Who are the ancestors of the Civil Rights Movement? Who are the ancestors of dance or poetry or

hip-hop? Broaden the definition to include all kinds of wisdom-givers from the past.
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REFLECTING WITH THE ARTS

ARTFORM 1: VISUAL ARTS
There is an amazing place in Mexico City in Chapultepec Park called Carcamo de Dolores. It's an
indoor/outdoor space created by the architect Ricardo Rivas and the artist Diego Rivera that celebrates the

history of water in Mexico City.

Then follow the link to explore more:
https://en.mxcity.mx/2016/06/underwater-mural/

LEARN MORE:
Check out these books to learn more about water conservation!

PLANET
EARTH

s E \ Air, and Life
¢ S \ in Our sphere
3
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TALK BACK

REFLECTION

The teacher can discuss with students:

After you leave the performance in some ways your experience of it has just begun! We want the ideas you
thought about and the people you watched and listened to in the performance to stay in your mind.

Take some time to consider one (or more!) of the questions below:

1. What part was most memorable or stuck out in your mind?

2. What idea did the performance make you consider? Did you have any connections?

3. What part was most interesting to see or to listen to? What was your favorite?”

Craft an email to share with your class, with families or with Mexico Beyond Mariachi, about your experience.

Follow our template below to get started.

Dear DATE

Write a sentence or two about you - your name,
age or grade to introduce yourself!

(If you get stuck, here are some sentence
starters to get you thinking: )

My favorite part of the show was...
While watching the show I felt... because ...
I have drawn a picture of the scene when...

This experience was special because ...

Sincerely,

(your name)

Students might choose to draw a favorite part or create a collage. They might choose to write a letter or a
short story that is connected to the performance; they might even make a video where they share a review
and post to the class webpage!

However students choose to respond, we’d love to hear from you!

AGUA ES VIDA/WATER IS LIFE PAGE 13



RESOURCES AND SOURCES

Indigenous Mexico
https://indigenousmexico.org

Tour on Chapultepec Park
https://en.mxcity.mx/2016/06/underwater-mural/

Videos on Instruments:
Ayayote -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19WeznaldDQ

Quijada de Burro -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JQVvT65yzw

Violin -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wh-pBxeHE3U

Mockingbird
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRS9KQp3mys

Facing History and Ourselves

Newsela:
https://newsela.com/read/california-drought/id/2484/

https://newsela.com/read/natgeo-freshwater-resources/id/50453/
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COMPARE AND CONTRAST

ABOUT THE ART (PAGE 3)

Use this printable chart to list the similarities and B ot
differences between going to the theater and

watching tv or seeing a movie. How are they the

same? How are they different?

AAAAAA
DIFFERENCES

SIMILARITIES
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GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

INQUIRY 1 AND 2 (PAGE 7 AND 8)

what do you THINK what did you LEARN what do you still WONDER
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METAPHOR OF THE RIVER AND IMAGE

INQUIRY 4 (PAGE 11)
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